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Exploring the oreatve processes of lomomos's ol shs today - as featured in‘Vigamin F3

e

Using regetibon of basie forrme and pure eaturated colour, Elizabedh
Malntash has baan axploring abstraction for ovar bventy years.
Maving beyond the conventions estabished by modernist abstract
painting, she is seemingly unconcemed with rying o resalve’ the
wrage. Inatead, she provides an open-ended response o
traditiznal hard-edgped absbraction. Teatering betwesn firkshed and
unfinished, figurative and abstract, raw and refinesd, thers

= something tangivée about Molrtash's paintings despite the

fact that shapes linger without resalution

For Mcinkosh, painting = a deliberately undefined journey. She
warks in a spirit of play where aesthetic development is not
contngent on beginnings ar ands, but is continually ranewing fealf.
The decisions she makes are forrmed through aninstincie
process thal vases frem pairficg lo painting. Melmiosh aflen baging
by pricving the carvas with silher while base coal o cecasionally
black gesso, progressively filing the surface with colourad ehapes
unlil i is enveloped in pigment. From this starting paint, she goes
on to apply numerous subsequent layers and over-painted

forrrs, Here, the Vilamin P3-lealured painter 215 us whal nberests,
nspires and spurs her an.
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Ekzabsaih Wb - Shars asd Leopants, 2019 asurtiey M ansl

Who are you? | am an artest, mom, tescher living and warking in
ancauver

What's on your mind right now? Black Lives Matier

How do you get this stuff out? | am having a dilemma thinking
about my wark in relation bo the rest of the world, Painting is a
salitary activity, il requires hours alene and a lol of refllection. That's
what | &g about it 15 & way 1o Bve my be but the distance
patwean what | am thinking sbout paliteally snd what | &m dong in
thar studin is dificutt o navigate, This world is very loud right

i, Paifling is a coded language bl evidence af the hisnan
{Bueh in painbing is a big communizalar - mayse that's how it ean
redesrn itssif.

Ehzabeify Wiclripsh - Golteh, 2010 couriesy the arbst
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How does it Ml together? The body of work that | jus] finished
cormes fram a collage process and i amploys many diffenent
wezabularies and agproachas 1o painling. | am queting from an
archive of historical painfing that | heve been building ower the |ast
seweral years, but now | am also taking and resterating pars of my
can past work as well as incorporating drawings of my family
based on phobos of the minuliae of everyday e, Some of the
caimings read as ambiguous or digpainted naralyes while others
are a play on traditonal abstrachon — push and pull, positrea and
negative space. The inclusion of figurative elemeants confuses the
remcing

The painlings were difficull and chalenging 1o make = each one a
puzzie that hiad o be worked Ut in s own pamicular way. | &m
wery excited about the new sutohiographical content — | have baan
knawn a5 an abstract painter for 50 lang, but it feals night to include
somathing from my Me in a more direct way - awven though
ulimately those parts stil read as very abstraoi, In the process of
miaking this wark | have developed a whalé new system hal
comisnes all of my longbme interests like patlam, geometry
collage, bingraphy, and descovering new things in older painting.
This allows for mtustion, which gets stronger with experience. It's
neny and at This poinl fesls limilless

‘What brought you to this peint? Years of worang it owt in the
sludic. Failure

Elmateth Macimoss - Biack Deess 20116 counesy Fa ares]

Can you control Y That's a greal queshon. Condrol and
counberpaint are bath vary mparlant 1o my process. | gain conlral
and then locsen it | wand ko coniral it but | ales wan? o sporosch it
with tatal sbandenmant — it is & tug of war betwaen the to. | find
that when | exert beo much conirol owver the work iy et move IS
o b=l go and make a body of work that is less proscribed, s a
compression and rekease (hal seems 1o altemale bétween bodies
of work |f | am working with restrant | leel an actual physical build
up of enargy in my body that has to come out somehow —and in
thoss moments verv Inose oesiursl oenting is satisfuing.
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Have you ever destroyed one of your paintings? | have
destroyed many pantings. | used 1o work on each painling umil it
resolved tsel, which lead io many layers and a kot of reworking.
Thosa paintings weee fommed by buslding & history of decisions
within each separate painting starfing with & blark canvas.
Sometimes the pamntings &id not resolve themsehes or the surface
s became too overworked and dead at which poani | wouid have
1o deslroy it. For my show Bricks are Heavy al CANADA in Mew
‘vork in Septarnber — my motto was ‘fresh’ | wanted the paint o ook
Bk it landed on the canves all by Realf, s anyihing that looked
belaboured jest had o go.

Elenhatt kindniouh - Basch Blenkel, 2518 courfey the: srial

What's mext for you, and what's next for painting? | wil b=
working on a mural that will be a 450 faet high by 30 fes wide. 1t
wall run up the side of a building in downtown Yancouver. | am also
warking on a sei for a ballel ned year, | am very aplimiste about
pairding - Bere is s0 much mberesting painting being made right
now. Painting ts a survivar so even if the atlention of the art world
tums awey for B whibe it will forlify and develop intaresting tangents
during hézernaton.

Vitarmin PS Mew Perssectves In Painling is the tirg in an ongaing
series thal began with Vilamin P in 2002 and Wilamin P2 in 2011,
Fer each book, distngushed entics, curabors, museum dirsctors
and other contemporany art experts ara nvied to nominate artists
wh have made significant and mnovative contributions 1o painting.
The series in general, and YVitamin P2 in particular, is probably the
best wary Io become an instant expert on lomarmow’s painling stars
ioday,

Find aul maorne aboll Vikamin P3 Maw Perspeciives in Fainbing
hare. Check back for anather Why | Paint mterview with a Vitarsn
Fi-featured artst lomanmaw. Finally, be sune to check out marne of
Elizabeth Mcimosh's work here.
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