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Aleksandra Domanovié, Turbo Sculpture,
2010-13

Aleksandra Domanovic: Turbo Sculpture (Epilogue), 2009/2024.
Photo : Courtesy the artist and Tanya Leighton, Berlin and Los Angeles

This video was a case of right place, right time. As serious conversations about the
presence of Confederate monuments in American cities were gaining momentum, the
Serbian artist made this essay film about monuments cropping up in the Western
Balkans after the Yugoslav wars. These statues offered a means to remember histories
without heroes: The artist dubbed them “turbo sculptures,” drawing on turbo-folk, a
musical genre that emerged in the former Yugoslavia, combining folk tunes with techno.
The video introduces bizarre statues of Bruce Lee in Bosnia, then Rocky Balboa and
Johnny Depp in Serbia, asking whether these pop icons represented a healthy rejection
of nationalism, or just denial in the wake of ethnic wars. Turbo sculpture’s absurdism
was not unlike that proffered by other Eastern European artists who were introduced
chaotically to capitalism’s dizzying variety. Last year, for her Kunsthalle Vienna
retrospective, Domanovi¢ updated the work to account for the citizen toppling of the
Bruce Lee statue, a reminder that nothing is permanent, neither humor nor history, no
matter how sturdily sculpted. —E.W.
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