
Press Release

Brian DeGraw & Maia Naveriani
‘WORKS ON PAPER’

9 October – 9 November 2024
Preview: Sunday 6 October, 3–6pm

Tanya Leighton, Berlin is pleased to present ‘Works on Paper’, a duo exhibition featuring 
the recent and revisited drawings of Brian DeGraw and Maia Naveriani. This 
presentation shows the unique approaches each artist takes to drawing, highlighting 
their perspectives on portraiture, narrative, and the medium of paper itself.

DeGraw’s selection of drawings spans both recent creations and older works that have 
been reimagined for this exhibition. In his portraiture, DeGraw focuses on capturing 
subjects that resonate with deep spiritual and physical qualities, from fellow artists and 
musicians to animals, which he considers sacred bridges to the divine. For DeGraw, the 
identities of the subjects are significant, though not for the sake of recognition by the 
viewer. Instead, his choice of who to draw is a personal journey, seeking sincerity and 
depth in the faces and figures he portrays. His work resists being confined to a 
particular style, inspired by his background in improvised music. This fluidity, and his 
refusal to adhere to a single artistic ‘look’, reflects his stance against the predictability 
and constraints he associates with capitalist-driven art production.
  
Naveriani’s approach to drawing is rooted in technical precision and psychological 
intensity. Her works, including Fool Me Me Me and This Story is No Longer Available, are 
part of her ongoing series that examines and destabilises sociocultural, political, and 
gender norms. Her large-scale drawings on paper demand both physical and mental 
rigour, with each pencil mark contributing to an evolving narrative that unfolds 
intuitively. Naveriani’s works are a delicate balance of fragility and permanence, as she 
layers spontaneous decisions onto the paper, creating images that challenge rigid 
notions of truth. The translucent and luminous colours she instinctively employs seem 
to dissolve the weight of these established ideas, opening the door to more abstract 
and fluid inquiries.

‘Works on Paper’ invites viewers to explore the personal and collective threads that 
connect these two artists, while celebrating the freedom and complexities inherent in 
drawing as a medium.



Brian DeGraw (born 1974) lives and 
works in New York. He has held solo 
exhibitions at James Fuentes, New 
York; Wish-Less, Tokyo; Allen & 
Eldridge, New York; Dazed Gallery, 
London; and UKS Galleri, Oslo, 
among others. His work has been 
included in group exhibitions at 
MoMA, New York; Pace Gallery, New 
York; Tramps, New York;  The Jewish 
Museum, New York; Kunsthalle Wien, 
Vienna; Whitney Museum of 
American Art, New York; Swiss 
Institute, New York; Deste 
Foundation, Athens; and Kunsthalle 
St. Gallen, just to name a few.

Maia Naveriani (born 1966, Tbilisi, 
Georgia) lives and works in Tbilisi. 
She studied at the Tbilisi State 
Academy of Art under the class of 
Gia Edzgveradze. Her solo exhibitions 
include the Georgian National 
Museum, Svaneti Museum, Mestia; 
Artbeat, Tbilisi; Galerie Voss, 
Düsseldorf; Cirius Art Centre, Cork; 
and Fordham Gallery, London, among 
others. Her work has also been 
included in group exhibitions at 
Dimitri Shevardnadze National 
Gallery, Tbilisi; Writer’s House of 
Georgia, Tbilisi; Heydar Aliyev 
Centre, Baku, Azerbaijan; CoBrA 
Museum, Amsterdam; Neues 
Kunstforum, Cologne; Museum 
Wiesbaden, Wiesbaden, Germany; 
and Liverpool Biennale, just to name 
a few.

For more information please contact 
info@tanyaleighton.com or telephone 
+49 (0)30 21 972 220.

The gallery is open Tuesday – 
Wednesday, 1–6pm and by 
appointment.


